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BOOK REVIEWS 



Public Speaking. By James Albert Winans. Ithaca, N.Y.: Sewell 
Publishing Co., 1915. Cloth, pp. xiii+476. $1.50. 

Let me in the beginning give you the scope of this book in the author's 
words, for this happens to be a book in which the author's purpose as expressed 
in the preface seems really to have been kept in mind and carried out in the 
text. "I treat here of practical public speaking, and consider within the 
scope of this book whatever pertains to preparing and delivering one's own 
speech. Whatever in this text pertains to interpretation is introduced chiefly 
for its bearing upon the training of practical public speakers; and I have taken 
a broad view of what does bear upon such training." This, then, is a book 
centered on the problems to be met in presenting one's own ideas to audiences 
through the medium of public speech. 

Its first excellence is its definiteness of aim faithfully lived up to. It was 
not designed to cover the whole field in detail, from debate to dramatic persona- 
tion, from voice training and speech defects to interpretation. It was not 
planned as a satisfactory text for all students from those in the grammar 
grades to university Seniors and graduates, nor for all who "would perfect 
themselves in the noblest of the arts" from prize orators to ambitious business 
men. It was planned as a textbook for college and university students. While 
this has been its aim and plan, it is, of course, true that any mature person of 
intelligence, who has opportunities to practice, can be helped much by this 
book. It is too fundamental to be other than useful to anyone — college stu- 
dent or anyone else — who wishes to know the fundamental things in regard 
to presenting his thoughts to an audience through the medium of public speech. 

The style of this volume is a treat. It is interesting, refreshing, human. 
It is free from cant and trite pomposity. Some of its epigrams ought to help 
in bringing sanity and sincerity to the classrooms of those who are working 
with good intentions rather than with accurate knowledge and thorough train- 
ing as the foundations of their teaching. 

This book seems to be quite free from the faults which are so often justly 
pointed out in books in this field. It is not superficial. It is deep, thorough, 
scholarly. It is the result, not only of "years of practical teaching in the 
classroom" (which seems to be the very inadequate basis of so many text- 
books), but it is the result also of years of thorough, devoted, scholarly study. 
No other book dealing with the problems of public speaking has ever presented 
the results of so much and such accurate study in psychology. With "atten- 
tion " as the keyword, Winans has written a book at once sound psychologically, 
free from the common external, mechanical approach to specific problems, and 
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clear, simple, interesting. This book is probably not the last word on the 
psychology of public speaking. Its author neither claims nor desires it to be. 
But it is, it seems to me, the most authoritative word that has ever been spoken 
on this subject. 

Another particular in which this book differs from so many in the field of 
public speaking is that it is not unduly padded with "selections." Winans 
presents us a discussion — a text — thoroughly illustrated, enriched with numer- 
ous apt quotations, and all carefully documented. He has properly drawn on 
the findings of a great many writers who have gone before him; and he has, 
without exception, acknowledged in specific terms his obligations. 

What is the relation of this book to the rest of the field ? In my opinion, 
to change the figure somewhat, it leads the field. It is an advance over all 
other books dealing with "whatever pertains to preparing and delivering one's 
own speech." It brings the subject down to date. What others have done 
before has been adapted, co-ordinated, related, used as a foundation. In 
regard to the exact place in which to use it, I would say that it will undoubtedly 
find its greatest place in college, university, and normal-school classes. It is 
probably somewhat "over the heads" of most high-school and preparatory- 
school students (which is more than can be said of most books in this depart- 
ment). No teacher, however, who has to do with the teaching of original 
speaking, in any grade, under any circumstances, by whatsoever methods, 
should omit a careful study of this book. 

J. M. O'Neill 

University of Wisconsin 



Scandinavia of the Scandinavians. By Henry Goddard Leach. New 
York: Scribner, 1915. Pp.332. $1.50. 

It is always appropriate to ask of any book which comes before the public 
these two questions : Is the task of the author one worth while ? Has the writer 
performed this task successfully ? If these two tests are applied to Scandinavia 
of the Scandinavians, one may answer both with an unqualified affirmative. 
In days like the present, when so many of the nations of Europe are seeking 
each other's destruction, it is certainly a task worth while to set forth impar- 
tially the life and achievements of a great people or group of peoples. National 
greed is doubtless accountable for much of the war spirit that has prevailed 
for years in Europe, but it is entirely possible for international misunderstand- 
ings to be brought about through lack of appreciation of the motives which 
actuate other nations. Suspicion is born of ignorance. Mr. Leach, for some 
time secretary of the American-Scandinavian Foundation, is eminently fitted 
to interpret these northern nations to American and English readers. 

An introductory chapter on the early history of the Scandinavian coun- 
tries — Denmark, Norway, Sweden — leads up to the three main divisions of 
the book. Each of these divisions gives information regarding the government, 



